
GURTON Edward Frank  

 

Private : Scots Guards  2nd Battalion.  

 Aged 30 Killed in action: 27/09/1918  

Service No: 17009  

  He was born in Tollesbury  & living there as an agricultural worker in 1901 whilst aged only 13.  For 6 years  

he had resided in the USA where he was working as a valet. He enlisted in New York USA into the British 

Army.   He came home on draft leave  in the summer before embarking for France. He served in France & 

Flanders. The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in the Tower of London. September 1914 the battalion was 

attached to 20th Brigade, 7th Division. 9 August 1915 the battalion was transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, 

Guards Division.  He was killed in action during the first day of the Battle of the Canal du Nord - 27th 

September - 1st October 1918 ."Sanders Keep" was a German fortification 2 kilometres South-West of the 

village, between the Hermies and Havrincourt roads. It was stormed by the Scots Guards on the 27th September, 

1918. "In the advance on September 27th, while tending a wounded comrade, he was shot in the head by a 

machine gun bullet and instantly killed." 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 



 

His parents with a grandchild . At the back his sisters; Kate, Winnie, Gertrude, Wavelett,  Kathleen  plus two of 

his brothers Samuel & Jack 

 

His mother Susan & with his father Samuel. Sadly a picture of Edward himself has not survived 

 

A picture of the wedding of the daughter of Edward' brother, Stephen. During the Second world War Stephen 

skippered the yacht "North Wind". He had serving under him on that vessel two of his sons : Steve & Neville. 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: Panel 3. Memorial: VIS-EN-ARTOIS 

MEMORIAL 

This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell 

in the period from 8 August 1918 to the date of the 

Armistice in the Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, 

between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known 

grave. They belonged to the forces of Great Britain and 

Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, Australian and New 

Zealand forces being commemorated on other memorials to 

the missing. The Memorial consists of a screen wall in three 

parts. The middle part of the screen wall is concave and 

carries stone panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high flanked by pylons 70 feet high. The Stone of 

Remembrance stands exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the middle of the screen, is a group in relief 

representing St George and the Dragon. The flanking parts of the screen wall are also curved and carry stone 

panels carved with names. Each of them forms the back of a roofed colonnade; and at the far end of each is a 

small building. No. of Identified Casualties: 9813 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury Last updated 23/02/2009  


